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Seminar Logistics / Ground RulesSeminar Logistics / Ground Rules

If you encounter problems with WebEx, call If you encounter problems with WebEx, call 
their Help Line at 1their Help Line at 1--866866--229229--32393239

Oral questions can only be asked during Oral questions can only be asked during 
designated question and answer periods.designated question and answer periods.

Written questions can be submitted at Written questions can be submitted at 
anytime by clicking the question icon.anytime by clicking the question icon.

This training is being recorded.This training is being recorded.?

?
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Seminar ParticipantsSeminar Participants
Local / Regional Governments Local / Regional Governments –– 4747

Consultants Consultants –– 77

State GovernmentsState Governments
CWNS Novice CWNS Novice –– 3232
CWNS Experienced CWNS Experienced –– 2020
Other State Government Other State Government –– 77

EPAEPA
CWNS Regional Coordinators CWNS Regional Coordinators –– 33
Other Other –– 33

Other Federal Government Other Federal Government -- 44
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Seminar OverviewSeminar Overview
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2)2) CWNS History & FundamentalsCWNS History & Fundamentals

3)3) CWNS 2000 & 2004 Results OverviewCWNS 2000 & 2004 Results Overview

4)4) CWNS 2008 Survey MethodsCWNS 2008 Survey Methods

5)5) CWNS 2008 Internet Data Entry SystemCWNS 2008 Internet Data Entry System
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2) CWNS History & 2) CWNS History & 
FundamentalsFundamentals
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CWNS History & FundamentalsCWNS History & Fundamentals

Required by Clean Water Act (CWA) Sec. 516Required by Clean Water Act (CWA) Sec. 516

Joint Effort between EPA & StatesJoint Effort between EPA & States

Conducted Every 4 Years since 1992, Conducted Every 4 Years since 1992, 
following inception of Drinking Water Needs following inception of Drinking Water Needs 
Survey (every 2 years 1972Survey (every 2 years 1972--1992)1992)
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CWNS History & FundamentalsCWNS History & Fundamentals

Closely Related to Closely Related to 

Construction Grants Program (1972Construction Grants Program (1972--1986)  1986)  
CWA Sec. 205 CWA Sec. 205 --> Sec. 516> Sec. 516
--> Publicly Owned Treatment Works> Publicly Owned Treatment Works

State Revolving Fund Program (1988State Revolving Fund Program (1988--Present)Present)
CWA Sec. 604 CWA Sec. 604 --> Sec. 205 > Sec. 205 --> Sec. 516> Sec. 516
--> Publicly Owned Treatment Works> Publicly Owned Treatment Works
--> Stormwater, Nonpoint Source & Estuary > Stormwater, Nonpoint Source & Estuary 

Management Projects Management Projects 
CWNS 2004 Needs are CWNS 2004 Needs are ‘‘Generally SRF EligibleGenerally SRF Eligible’’
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CWNS History & FundamentalsCWNS History & Fundamentals

Sec. 205(a) excerpt Sec. 205(a) excerpt 

““AllotmentsAllotments……shall be made only in accordance shall be made only in accordance 
with a revised cost estimate made and submitted to with a revised cost estimate made and submitted to 
Congress in accordance with Sec. 516 of this Act Congress in accordance with Sec. 516 of this Act 
andand only after such revised cost estimate shall only after such revised cost estimate shall 
have been approved by law specifically enacted have been approved by law specifically enacted 
hereafter.hereafter.””
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CWNS History & FundamentalsCWNS History & Fundamentals

Sec. 516 excerpt Sec. 516 excerpt 

““The EPA Administrator, in cooperation with the The EPA Administrator, in cooperation with the 
States, States, ……shall make (a) shall make (a) a detailed estimate of the a detailed estimate of the 
cost of carrying out the provisions of this Actcost of carrying out the provisions of this Act””; (b) a ; (b) a 
detailed estimatedetailed estimate……of the cost of construction of all of the cost of construction of all 
needed publicly owned treatment works in all of the needed publicly owned treatment works in all of the 
StatesStates…”…”
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CWNS 2004 Needs CategoriesCWNS 2004 Needs Categories
Section 212
Wastewater 
Treatment & 
Collection
Report -
Section 516(b)

I: Secondary wastewater treatment
II:       Advanced wastewater treatment
III-A:  Infiltration/inflow correction
III-B:  Sewer replacement/rehabilitation 
IV-A:  New collector sewers        

appurtenances
IV-B:  New interceptor sewers and 

appurtenances
X:       Recycled water distribution

Section 212
Wet-weather
Report -
Section 
516(b)

V:       Combined sewer overflow    
correction

VI:      Storm water management 
programs
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Sections 
319 & 
320
Non-
point 
Source 
Pollution 
Control
Report -
Section 
516(a)

Category VII Category VII –– Nonpoint Source ControlNonpoint Source Control
A:   Agriculture (cropland)
B:   Agriculture (animals)
C:   Silviculture
D:   Urban
E:   Ground water protection 
F: Marinas
G: Resource extraction
H: Brownfields
I: Storage tanks
J: Sanitary landfills
K: Hydromodification
L: Individual / decentralized sewage 

treatment
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Information in CWNSInformation in CWNS

Capital Needs for projects that address water Capital Needs for projects that address water 
quality or waterquality or water--related public health problemsrelated public health problems

Approximately 33,000 Facilities/ProjectsApproximately 33,000 Facilities/Projects
50%  NPDES Wastewater Treatment Plants50%  NPDES Wastewater Treatment Plants

25%  Wastewater Collection Systems25%  Wastewater Collection Systems

20%  Nonpoint Source Projects20%  Nonpoint Source Projects

5%  Stormwater Projects 5%  Stormwater Projects 
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Project costs & documentation sourcesProject costs & documentation sources

Facility / Project location & contact information Facility / Project location & contact information 

Facility current and projected Facility current and projected 
Populations servedPopulations served
Design and actual flowsDesign and actual flows
Effluent levelsEffluent levels

Facility unit process & NPS best management Facility unit process & NPS best management 
practices (BMP) data practices (BMP) data 

Information in CWNSInformation in CWNS
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CWNS Data UsesCWNS Data Uses

Assists Congress and state legislatures in Assists Congress and state legislatures in 
budgeting effortsbudgeting efforts

Helps measure environmental progress & Helps measure environmental progress & 
contributes to academic researchcontributes to academic research

Informs the public Informs the public 

Assists with program implementationAssists with program implementation
Loading analyses, NPDES permit writing, SRF Loading analyses, NPDES permit writing, SRF 
Project PrioritizationProject Prioritization……
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QuestionsQuestions
Your phones will now be taken off mute, so Your phones will now be taken off mute, so 

that you may ask questions.  Please mute that you may ask questions.  Please mute 
your phone or remain quiet so that your phone or remain quiet so that 
everyone can hear the question.everyone can hear the question.

RememberRemember----Written questions can be Written questions can be 
submitted at anytime by clicking the submitted at anytime by clicking the 
question icon. question icon. ?
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3) CWNS 2000 & 2004 3) CWNS 2000 & 2004 
Results OverviewResults Overview
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CWNS 2000 Distribution of NeedsCWNS 2000 Distribution of Needs
Categories I & II: 

Wastewater Treatment 
Systems 

$63.7B, 31.6%
Category VI 
Storm Water 
Management 

Programs 
$6.1B, 3.0%

Category VII: 
NPS Control 
$15.4B, 7.6%

Category V 
Combined Sewer 

Overflow Correction 
$56.3B, 28.0%

Categories III & IV 
Wastewater Collection 

& Conveyance 
$60.2B, 29.8%
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Categories I & II 
Wastewater Treatment 

Systems 
28.7%

Category V
Combined Sewer 

Overflow Correction 
22.7%

Category VI 
Storm Water 
Management 

Programs 
3.7%

Category VII 
NPS Control 

15.9%

Category X 
Recycled Water 

Distribution 
1.8%

Categories III & IV 
Wastewater Collection 

& Conveyance 
27.1%

CWNS 2004 Distribution of NeedsCWNS 2004 Distribution of Needs
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CWNS 2004 Main Findings CWNS 2004 Main Findings 
Largest needs categories Largest needs categories 

Wastewater treatment (28.7%)Wastewater treatment (28.7%)
Wastewater collection/conveyance (27.1%) Wastewater collection/conveyance (27.1%) 
Combined sewer overflow correction (22.7%)Combined sewer overflow correction (22.7%)

Categories with largest % increasesCategories with largest % increases
Nonpoint Source, Wastewater treatment,      Nonpoint Source, Wastewater treatment,      

Sewer repair/replacementSewer repair/replacement

Wastewater collection & treatment needsWastewater collection & treatment needs
Rehabilitation of aging infrastructureRehabilitation of aging infrastructure
Meeting more protective water quality standardsMeeting more protective water quality standards
Adding new facilities & increasing treatment Adding new facilities & increasing treatment 

capacitycapacity
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NPS needs and stormwater management NPS needs and stormwater management 
needs are still under reportedneeds are still under reported

10% of WW collection & treatment needs, and 10% of WW collection & treatment needs, and 
2/3 of onsite/decentralized needs are in 2/3 of onsite/decentralized needs are in 
small communitiessmall communities

90% of needs are in 35% of watersheds90% of needs are in 35% of watersheds

35% of needs are in designated National 35% of needs are in designated National 
Estuary Program areasEstuary Program areas

49% of needs are in coastal watersheds49% of needs are in coastal watersheds

CWNS 2004 Main Findings CWNS 2004 Main Findings 
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CWNS Public Data AccessCWNS Public Data Access

Data is at WWW.EPA.GOV/CWNSData is at WWW.EPA.GOV/CWNS
CWNS 2000 data is currently available CWNS 2000 data is currently available 
All CWNS 2004 data will be available after Report All CWNS 2004 data will be available after Report 

submitted to Congresssubmitted to Congress

Data, available in EPA Office of WaterData, available in EPA Office of Water’’s Ask s Ask 
WATERS internet tool, can be:WATERS internet tool, can be:

Accessed via easy web interface Accessed via easy web interface 
Compared with other water program dataCompared with other water program data
Organized into various charts, tables, and mapsOrganized into various charts, tables, and maps
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QuestionsQuestions
Your phones will now be taken off mute, so Your phones will now be taken off mute, so 

that you may ask questions.  Please mute that you may ask questions.  Please mute 
your phone or remain quiet so that your phone or remain quiet so that 
everyone can hear the question.everyone can hear the question.

RememberRemember----Written questions can be Written questions can be 
submitted at anytime by clicking the submitted at anytime by clicking the 
question icon. question icon. ?



4242

4) CWNS 2008 4) CWNS 2008 
Survey MethodsSurvey Methods
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“Official” Needs 

“Official” Needs are defined as Capital costs 
for Needs that: 

Meet CWNS documentation criteria, and 

Fall within CWNS categories, with 
Section 212-related Needs limited to 
publicly owned facilities
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“Official” Needs 

CWSRF eligibility is no longer required for a 
project to be an “Official” need

“Official” Needs are in the main body of the 
Report to Congress

Other needs are in appendices, including:
Capital costs for privately owned wastewater 

collection and treatment plants 
Planning and operations & maintenance costs

CWSRF eligible subset of “Official” needs
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Documentation Criteria for 
“Official Needs”

1.1. Description of the water quality Description of the water quality 
or public health problemor public health problem

2.2. Location of the problemLocation of the problem
3.3. Solution to the problemSolution to the problem
4.4. Cost of the solutionCost of the solution
5.5. Basis for the costBasis for the cost
6.6. Total costTotal cost
7.7. Current DocumentationCurrent Documentation

Needs

Costs
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Commonly Used Document Types

Capital Improvement Plan (37%)Capital Improvement Plan (37%)

Facility Plan (15%)Facility Plan (15%)

State Approved AreaState Approved Area--Wide / Region Basin Wide / Region Basin 
Plan (8%)Plan (8%)

Final EngineerFinal Engineer’’s Estimate (5%)s Estimate (5%)

CWSRF Intended Use Plan (5%)CWSRF Intended Use Plan (5%)
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CWNS Cost Curves

Combined Sewer OverflowCombined Sewer Overflow
Secondary & Advanced TreatmentSecondary & Advanced Treatment
PipesPipes

New New 
Rehabilitation/ReplacementRehabilitation/Replacement

Septic SystemSeptic System
IndividualIndividual
ClusterCluster
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CWNS 2008 Data Entry RolesCWNS 2008 Data Entry Roles

Data & 
Documents 
into CWNS

Other e-Docs 
(internet site, 
emailed,....) 

Data &    
Non-

Sensitive 
Documents

Paper 
Documents

Paper 
Documents 

Paper 
Documents

Data & 
Documents 

in CWNS

Local

State EPA
Internet 

Data & 
Documents 

in CWNS
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CWNS 2008 Data Entry RolesCWNS 2008 Data Entry Roles
Local EntitiesLocal Entities

Provide updated data and documents to 
State CWNS Coordinator

Data Update Methods
Mark up paper copy of CWNS Fact Sheet sent 

by State
Mark up data in Internet based CWNS Fact 

Sheet
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CWNS 2008 Data Entry RolesCWNS 2008 Data Entry Roles
State CWNS CoordinatorsState CWNS Coordinators

Use Local input / other data to update Needs 

Ensure CWNS data and documentation 
requirements are met

Submit data and documentation for EPA 
Review

Work with Local entities and others as 
needed to respond to EPA Review
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Data Quality Assurance

Contractor Review Team checks:Contractor Review Team checks:
Data RequirementsData Requirements
Data Consistency with Document InformationData Consistency with Document Information
Documents meet Documentation CriteriaDocuments meet Documentation Criteria
SRF Eligibility (spot checks)SRF Eligibility (spot checks)

AppealsAppeals
CWNS Regional CoordinatorCWNS Regional Coordinator
EPA Headquarters CWNS TeamEPA Headquarters CWNS Team
EPA Headquarters / Regions SRF PanelEPA Headquarters / Regions SRF Panel
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QuestionsQuestions
Your phones will now be taken off mute, so Your phones will now be taken off mute, so 

that you may ask questions.  Please mute that you may ask questions.  Please mute 
your phone or remain quiet so that your phone or remain quiet so that 
everyone can hear the question.everyone can hear the question.

RememberRemember----Written questions can be Written questions can be 
submitted at anytime by clicking the submitted at anytime by clicking the 
question icon.  question icon.  ?
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5) CWNS 2008 5) CWNS 2008 
Internet Data Internet Data 
Entry SystemEntry System
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New Internet Data Entry SystemNew Internet Data Entry System

Built in EPA Portal, integrated with 
NPDES permit data
Impaired waters data
CWSRF benefits data
Online mapping tool
Ask WATERS reporting tool

Allows local & secondary state interaction 
with State CWNS Coordinators on 
data/document submittal and updating
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Submittal and mark up of documents

Fact Sheets
Official versions
Local Mark Up version

User interface customized based upon
User (Local, State, EPA)
Need Type (POTW, Decentralized, NPS)
Need Status (Local Feedback Requested, 

State Update in Progress, 
EPA Review Requested,…)

New Internet Data Entry SystemNew Internet Data Entry System
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CWNS 2008 Kickoff Meeting
Methods and Rules
Data Entry System

Webcasts posted on Internet

Data Entry System training videos on Internet

Additional Webcasts (early 2008) for Local 
Communities

Additional TrainingAdditional Training
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QuestionsQuestions
Your phones will now be taken off mute, so Your phones will now be taken off mute, so 

that you may ask questions.  Please mute that you may ask questions.  Please mute 
your phone or remain quiet so that your phone or remain quiet so that 
everyone can hear the question.everyone can hear the question.

RememberRemember----Written questions can be Written questions can be 
submitted at anytime by clicking the submitted at anytime by clicking the 
question icon. question icon. ?
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Contacts & More InformationContacts & More Information

Michael Plastino, US EPA
202-564-0682 or plastino.michael@epa.gov

Karen Fligger, US EPA
202-564-2992 or fligger.karen@epa.gov

Sign up for CWNS updates, email cwns@epa.gov

www.epa.gov/cwns
Includes list of state & regional coordinators
News about CWNS 2008
Access to CWNS data and Reports to Congress

mailto:plastino.michael@epa.gov
mailto:fligger.karen@epa.gov
mailto:cwns@epa.gov
http://www.epa.gov/cwns
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